
SAAA-IHS  30 April 2020

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, United States Army Element, United States  
Indo-Pacific Command 

SUBJECT:  Authorized Insignia for the United States Army Element, United States 
Indo-Pacific Command 

1. As a result of the redesignation of United States Pacific Command to United States
Indo-Pacific Command, the following heraldic items are authorized for the US Army
Element, effective 25 October 2019.

a. A shoulder sleeve insignia with description and symbolism as follows:

DESCRIPTION 
An embroidered shield-shaped item with a 1/8 inch (.32 cm) red border 2 
1/4 inches (5.72 cm) in width and 3 inches (7.32 cm) in height overall 
blazoned as follows; Sable, a terrestrial globe Celeste, landmasses, 
gridlined and edged Or (Gold), overall issuant from base a bayonet in pale, 
hilt Vert (Olive) blade of the third and upwards, bearing a lightning flash
Gules.

SYMBOLISM 
The terrestrial landmasses of the Pacific area is the area of operation of the 
United States Pacific Command.  The contrasting colors of gold and black 
refer to the night and day, around the clock mission of the United States 
Army Element. Red is the color of zeal and action.  The bayonet represents 
the mission of responding to a crisis and deterring aggression.  The bayonet 
overlapping the globe highlights the enhancement of security in the region. 
The lightning bolt reflects communications infrastructure and quickness of 
response. 

b. A distinctive unit insignia with description and symbolism as follows:

DESCRIPTION 
On a gold metal and epoxied disc shaped device in height overall 1 1/8 inch 
(2.86 cm), consisting of a black disc charged by a light blue terrestrial globe 
showing the Indo-Pacific ocean area, detailed and gridlined gold, 
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surmounted by a centered and vertical gold bayonet, hilt black and detailed 
gold, within the blade a vertical red lightning bolt; all within a red designation 
band inscribed “UNITED STATES INDO-PACIFIC COMMAND” in gold 
letters.  Emitting from below and behind the bayonet, extending to the left 
and right of the device, two green laurel branches. 

SYMBOLISM
The terrestrial map of the Indo-Pacific Ocean is the area of operation of the 
United States Indo-Pacific Command.  Gold and black symbolize the night 
and day, around the clock mission of the Command.  Red is the color of 
zeal and action.  The bayonet denotes the mission of responding to a crisis 
and deterring aggression.  It further highlights the enhancement of security 
in the region.  The lightning bolt reflects communications infrastructure and 
quickness of response. 

 c.  Distinguishing colors IAW AR 840-10.

2.  Enclosed for your use and retention are: 

 a.  TIOH Drawing A-1-848.

b. TIOH Drawing D-6826. 

 c.  Artwork in color and black and white line. 

3.  The U.S. Army Tank-Automotive and Armaments Command is responsible for the 
procurement of flags.  To obtain your flag, complete DD Form 1348-6 online at 
www.heraldry.army.mil; citing TIOH Drawing No. 5-1-0307, in the remarks section.     
POC at the Clothing and Heraldry Office is Ms. Franklin, DSN 444-2515 or COMM   
(215) 737-2515.

4. All manufacturing tools (hubs and dies) will be maintained by The Institute of 
Heraldry (TIOH) as part of our quality assurance program. In addition, TIOH retains a 
permanent record of the approved design and all correspondence for future reference.  
A set of standard samples with procurement instructions and a list of our certified 
manufacturers was previously sent to the POC and mailing address on record. 

5. This authorization is in accordance with AR 670-1, AR 840-10 and DCS, G-1
approval memo, dated 25 October 2019. A copy of this letter will become part of your 
permanent organizational history files. 
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6. Your point of contact for this action is the Heraldic Services and Support Division at 
(571) 515-0324.

Encls CHARLES V. MUGNO 
Director  

MUGNO.CHAR
LES.V.1020723
374

Digitally signed by 
MUGNO.CHARLES.V.102
0723374
Date: 2020.04.30 09:47:47 
-04'00'
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SHOULDER SLEEVE INSIGNIA 
 
Description. An embroidered shield-shaped item with a 1/8 inch (.32 cm) red border 2 
1/4 inches (5.72 cm) in width and 3 inches (7.32 cm) in height overall blazoned as follows; 
Sable, a terrestrial globe Celeste, landmasses, gridlined and edged Or (Gold), overall 
issuant from base a bayonet in pale, hilt Vert (Olive) blade of the third and upwards, 
bearing a lightning flash Gules.  
 
Symbolism. The terrestrial landmasses of the Pacific area is the area of operation of the 
United States Pacific Command.  The contrasting colors of gold and black refer to the 
night and day, around the clock mission of the United States Army Element. Red is the 
color of zeal and action.  The bayonet represents the mission of responding to a crisis 
and deterring aggression.  The bayonet overlapping the globe highlights the 
enhancement of security in the region.  The lightning bolt reflects communications 
infrastructure and quickness of response. 
 
Background. The shoulder sleeve insignia was originally approved for wear by the 
United States Army Element of Headquarters, United States Army Pacific Command on 
2 May 2002. It was redesignated for the United States Army Element, United States Indo-
Pacific Command effective 25 October 2019. (TIOH Dwg. No. A-1-848)  
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DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA 
 
Description. On a gold metal and epoxied disc shaped device in height overall 1 1/8 inch 
(2.86 cm), consisting of a black disc charged by a light blue terrestrial globe showing the 
Indo-Pacific ocean area, detailed and gridlined gold, surmounted by a centered and 
vertical gold bayonet, hilt black and detailed gold, within the blade a vertical red lightning 
bolt; all within a red designation band inscribed “UNITED STATES INDO-PACIFIC 
COMMAND” in gold letters.  Emitting from below and behind the bayonet, extending to 
the left and right of the device, two green laurel branches. 
 
Symbolism. The terrestrial map of the Indo-Pacific Ocean is the area of operation of the 
United States Indo-Pacific Command.  Gold and black symbolize the night and day, 
around the clock mission of the Command.  Red is the color of zeal and action.  The 
bayonet denotes the mission of responding to a crisis and deterring aggression.  It further 
highlights the enhancement of security in the region.  The lightning bolt reflects 
communications infrastructure and quickness of response. 

 
Background. The distinctive unit insignia was originally approved for wear by the US 
Army Element, US Pacific Command on 4 August 2009. It was redesignated and updated 
to reflect the command’s new designation and current area of responsibility effective 25 
October 2019. 


