
TAPC-PDH-H (840-1 Oa) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
THE INSTITUTE OF HERALDRY 

9325 GUNSTON ROAD, ROOM 5112 
FORT BELVOIR, VIRGIN IA 22060-5579 

f 3 JAJI 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, 109th Engineer Battalion, South Dakota Army 
National Guard 

SUBJECT: Heraldic Items for the 109th Engineer Battalion, South Dakota Army 
National Guard 

1. The coat of arms for the 109th Engineer Battalion is reinstated this date. The coat of 
arms was: 

a. Originally approved for the 109th Regiment Engineers, South Dakota National 
Guard, by letter AG 424.5, The Quartermaster General, 23 May 1927. 

b. Redesignated for the 109th Engineer Battalion, South Dakota National Guard, by 
letter SPQRD 424.2, The Quartermaster General, 2 September 1943. 

c. Rescinded (Cancelled) for the 109th Engineer Battalion, South Dakota Army 
National Guard, by letter AGAH-A, 22 December 1969. 

2. The blazon and symbolism. of the design are as follows: 

BLAZON 

SHIELD: Per bend indented Argent and Gules a prickly pear cactus 
Proper between in chief a castle of the like (from the Spanish 
Campaign Medal), and in base a fleur-de-lis of the first. 

CREST: That for the regiments and separate battalions of the South 
Dakota Army National Guard: From a wreath Argent and 
Gules, a coyote statant Proper. 

MOTTO: ALLONS Y FAIRE (Let's Go Do It). 

SYMBOLISM 

SHIELD: The shield is white and red, the colors associated with the 
Engineer Corps, divided diagonally by a saw tooth partition 
line to signify combat Engineers. The castle is taken from 
the Spanish Campaign medal and represents service during 
the Philippine Insurrection, the cactus is for Mexican Border 
duty, and the fleur-de-lis symbolizes World War service. 

CREST: The crest is that of the South Dakota Army National Guard. 

Printed on (!) Recycled Paper 



TAPC-PDH-H 
SUBJECT: Coat of Arms for the 109th Engineer Battalion, South Dakota Army National 
Guard 

3. This authorization is in accordance with paragraph 5-60, AR 840-10. This 
authorization letter will become a part of the permanent files of the organization in 
accordance with File No. 840-1 Oa, AR 25-400-2. 

CF: CMH 
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l 5 OCT 1968 
li.GAH-A 

SUDJECT : Distinctive Insignia for the 109th .Engineer Battalion, 1Ulotted 
t o the South Dakota ~ l~ational. GUard 

Co.w.manding Officer 
l09th Engineer Batt.a.lion 
Sturgis 1 South Dakota 

l. The distinctive insignia approved 2 Septunber · 1943 for the l09th 
Engineer Batta.lioo1 and amended this da.te to add a. 1notto, was orig:inally 
ai>prev«i 23 May 1927 for the 109th Regiment Engineers, South Dakota A.r:nrs 
National Guard. 

2. The insignia is described as .follows: 

BLA.Z-ON 

SHIELD: Per bend indented argent and gl.l)..es, a prickly 
pear ca<:tua proper between :1n chief a castle 
of the like (from the Spani$h Campaign medal) 
and in base a. fleur-de-iis of the first. 

HOI'TO: Allona y Faire (Let 1 s Go Do It) • 

SYMBOLISM 

The shield ia white and red-the Engineer Corp:;; colors­
divided. diagonally b1 a saw tooth partition line to signi f y 
combat, Engineers. The caatl.e is taken .from the Spanish 
Campaign medal and represents serviee during the Philippine 
Insurrection, the oMtus i~ !or Mexican Bordar duty, and 
the fleur-<le-lls symbolizes World ·war S~rvi:ee. 

4. This amendment letter will become a perm.anent file of the organization 
in accordance with File No. 206..o6, Organi zationa.l history files , AH .345-ZlO. 



AGAH-A 1 5 OCT 1968 
SUBJI!."OT: Distinctive Insignia for the 109th Eng1lleer Battalion, Allotted 

to the South Dakota. Arrrry National Guard 

5. This authorization is in accordance with: 

a.. Paragra~ 14-18a, AR 670-5, 23 Sept001ber 1966. 

b. Letter ~JG-AR.OTO 1002 .. 01 - South Dakota, Reorganization Authority 
No. 61.-67, subjeet: Reorgantiat.ion of the Arrey National Guard, the National 
Gllard Bureau, 2.b DecE!llber 1%7. 

CF: C'!v I:il-J: ( 2) 

D&:I Div. 

Concurrence : Chief, 

~ 
G. W. DUNDAS 
LTC, AGO 
Commanding 

Df: I :U iv . rJtJ.1----



CREST FOR THE 
SOUTH DAKOTA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

COAT OF ARMS FOR COLOR OF 

109TH ENGINEERS 
REFERENCE: THE INSTITUTE OF HERALDRY DWG No. 5-6-1589 

COLOR GUIDE SKETCH 
FOR LOCATION OF COLOR ONLY 
NOT FOR COLOR MATCH 

APPROVED 1 3 JAN 1999 

U.SARMY 

THE /NST/TUTE OF HERALDRY 

~2.~ 
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ALLONS 
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CREST FOR THE SOUTH DAKOTA 
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

CACTUSFLOWERS -~~--1--­
TO BE SCARLET, 
CABLE No. 51111 

WHITE, CABLE No. 51101 
DETAILS AND SOLID 
BLACK AREAS TOBE 
SILVER GRAY, 

CABLE No. 57137 

SCARLET, 
CABLE No. 61111 

109TH ENGINEERS 

YFAIRE 

WHITE, DETAILED 
SILVER GRAY, CABLE No.57131 

GREEN, CABLE No. 57Hf 
DETAILED SPRUCE GREEN, 
CABLE No. ts1130 

WHrrE, CABLE No. 51101 

SIHEW: p., IHnd lnd•ntffl Af'fJ•nt ind Oults 1 prickly p.,r c•ctu.1 PropM NM'Hn In chief 1 

cul/1 of th• 1111.e (from IM s,,.nlJh C1m,,..1gn Mtd•I), i nd In b.u• 1 l/1ur.c1 .. 11s of th• nrst. 

CRES'I': Th1t for th• ~/mint• and ,.,,.,.ft /Uttallons of ttt. South Dakota Anny N1tlon1/ Gu1rd: From 1 

wrHlh Arv•nl ind Gu/es, 1 coyott s tatanl Pro/Hf. 

MOTl'O: ALLONS Y FAIRE (LET'S GO DO IT). 
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- 9TH ENG i N EER BA TTALION 

, JU TH DAKOTA AR M Y N A TIONAL GUARD 

~) - t--fJO j 
I"+ I " 

- TlML S i ZE I ;g - ){'f-

. '. C: TAL C OLOR---S J L V ER 

-~.'< ISH--------- M I RROR-LIKE POLISH 

~ · 'I ELD---------

ENA M E L--VITREOUS OPAQUE 

C HARGES--FLUSH 

.. _C TTE R I NG-------V ITREOUS OPAQ U ENAMEL (REDffl) 

_) IC: R CI NG--------BETWEEN SH I ELD & SCROLL 

::.:H IP N o .-- - -----WH ITE41'2s RED-*1 GREENff12 

y 



109TH ENGINEER BATTALION 

SOUTH DAKOTA ARMY NATIONAL. GUARD 

I ''+ I ,,1 
' ACTUAL.SIZE/"' I/ · · . . ' /8 - /C.'f- . 

METAL. COLOR---SI LVER 

: . FINISH---------MIRROR-L.IKE POL.ISH 
i .. 

I SHIEL.D---------

~· j ENAMEL--VITREOUS OPAQUE 

, CHARGES--FL.USH 

., 
. J 

, .... LETTERING-------VITREOUS OPAQU ENAMEL. (RED?l ) I 
PIERCI NG--------BETWEEN SHIELD 8c SCROLL. 

CHI p No. --------WHITE 4f2a RED-*'1 GREEN#-"12 

This drawing is to be used for bidding 
1purposes only. Reproduction ·of .this 
desf§n into a distinctive insignia or 
commercial item is prohibited under 
governfog statutes and :Army regulations. 


